      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th July 2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Rear, Taylor.

Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were six members of the public.
1517/24   To receive apologies

Cllrs. Cummings, LCC Eddie Pope
1518/24    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
17th June 2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th June 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1519/24        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1520/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
1521/24 Presentation by Kate Martin, National Trust land of East of Rufford Old Hall. 69 acres of existing farmland being restored back to peatland.

Kate Martin gave a presentation to the parish council and public regarding the above. The National Trust hope to start the above project January 2025.

The public were concerned about altering the water levels and courses. The parish council, clerk and councillors had doubts about a lot of the information given.

The parish council thanked the speaker for the presentation.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to engage a land agent to work on their behalf as a management plan and hydrology report were essential. Archaeological issues were also raised. These reports are important before any work commences.
1522/24 To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0589/FUL  Green Gables, Flash Lane, Rufford

Proposed air source heat pump to rear.

It was resolved the council supported this application.

2024/0540/FUL  Nemo, Holmeswood Road, Rufford.

Single storey rear extension including alterations to raised patio. Attic conversion comprising front and rear facing dormers and associated internal alterations.

It was resolved the council supported this application.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0281/FUL  24, New Road, Rufford

Dormer loft conversion and additional veluxes to front elevation

2024/0107/FUL  The Beeches, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Alterations and extensions

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

2024/0370/LDP  Flax House, 97, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness proposed – replacement single storey rear conservatory extension following the removal of the existing UPVC conservatory extension.

1523/24 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022768  Gallaghers annual council insurance                                       £1557.57

022769  P Brookfield park maintenance etc.                                          £354.03

022770  CJ Pennington  grass cutting May 2024                                    £909.60

022771  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                      £667.58

022772  United Utilities drain map  - Cousins Lane                                  £61.34

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1524/24   Flood Risk
Cousins Lane and Holmeswood Road B5246 East of Mere Sands Wood
Cllr Newsham had visited the site on a number of occasions, discussed the flooding issues with Rachel Crompton, LCC lead flood risk officer, LCC highways and obtained a drainage map for Cousins Lane from United Utilities. Investigative work has now been undertaken by LCC highways and United Utilities.

The council noted the information and Cllr Newsham would keep them updated on the flooding issue.
1525/24 Clerk to update council on extra funding WLBC for parish council projects. Information requested by Cllr. Pryke.

The clerk informed the council he had received the legal documents to sign and personally handed them into the legal department at WLBC and would inform the parish council when the funds were in the accounts.

The council noted the information.
1526/24   Clerk to discuss management practices, Mere Sands Wood

The clerk stated he had received an email from management at Mere Sands Wood that they were re-commencing shooting of grey squirrels and had brought in outside contractors against the public wishes that had been stated at the public meeting in 2023, which the parish council had arranged.

An Open Day meeting at Mere Sands Wood has been arranged on 3rd September 2024, details of which are on the parish council website.

The clerk said there were still a number of issues at Mere Sands Wood and would keep the council informed.
The council noted the information.

1527/24 Cllr Pickavance to discuss boundary commission recent changes for voting in General Election.

Cllr Pickavance was concerned on the recent boundary changes by the commission. Cllr Gordon stated the parish council had argued a strong case led by Cllr Pryke at the LCC hearing that the boundary changes were not in favour of the Northern parishes. The parish council would keep monitoring the situation.

The council noted the information.

1528/24Highways
West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow
Cllr Pryke was continuing with various options and would keep the council updated.

The council noted the information.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
The clerk had complaints again on Harrisons Transport using this road and causing problems on the bridge near Rufford Station, regarding turning on meadow Lane.
It was resolved by the council that Cllr. Taylor would speak to the owners of Harrison’s Transport.

1529/24 Public footpaths   

NONE

1530/24  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE

1531/24   Recreation Grounds 

Cllr Pickavance informed the council he was dealing with damage done to a section of the park caused by the Tractor Fun day; he was waiting for a dry day.

The council noted the information.
1532/24Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
1533/24 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1534/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Village Events for August/September 2024

10th August 2024 strawberry afternoon tea Church hall grounds

7th September 2024 Heritage Open Day – National Trust – free admission to Rufford Old Hall. 

Details of all events on posters, Facebook, National Trust/ church websites
The council noted the information.

1535/24   To note police information

Cllr Pickavance stated that on community Facebook pages there had been an increase in stealing of diesel fuels.
Cllr Pryke stated he had written to Inspector John Bent, area inspector, thanking him for recent police speeding operations on Holmeswood Road.

The council noted the information

1516/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 16th September 2024. 

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 16th September 2024
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  9.10 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date
